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Workshop # 1   

Estrogen Receptor IHC Analysis and the Implementation of Standardization Guidelines 

Category: Histology/General 

Elizabeth Sheppard, MBA, HT(ASCP), Ventana Medical Systems, Tucson, AZ 
 

The Presence of Estrogen Receptor (ER) by IHC testing demonstrates the predictive response to tamoxifen based 

therapy in breast cancer.  Accurate ER protein assessment is critical for optimal treatment. However, there has 

been laboratory testing variability to include false negative results reported.  Lack of standardization, validation 

and good quality control is thought to be the major reason for testing errors.  Additionally, variability in scoring 

and reporting techniques have been noted. 
 

In an effort to standardize ER testing, American Society for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and the College of 

American Pathologists (CAP) have published testing, scoring and reporting guidelines for laboratories.  This 

workshop will review ER testing and the significance to the patient‟s treatment, discussions concerning 

implementation of the ASCO/CAP guidelines will also be included. 

 

Workshop # 2   

Economical, Healthier and Safer Histology Laboratory – Part 1 

Category: Safety/Histology/General 

Jim Maynard, HT(ASCP) and Helene Chevrier, HT, Florida Hospital Waterman 
 

This workshop will present money saving ways by re-cycling, procuring equipment at bargain prices.  A healthy 

environment is a must for our laboratories, air filtration, protective ware and minimum exposure to hazards will 

be addressed.  Final portion of this workshop will address “building a safety cart”, a concept that makes good 

sense!  We will address new ideas toward safety and bring excitement towards a safer lab environment.  Identify 

safety procedures that are required by accrediting agencies. 

 

Workshop # 3   

Managing a Winning Team, communication is the Key 

Category: Supervision & Administration/General 

Kris Fidler, HT(ASCP), Leica Microsystems 
 

Are you a manager and not sure about the best way to get the most out of your staff?  Are you a staff member and 

don‟t understand why your manager doesn‟t seem to notice your hard work?  In this workshop you will learn how 

to communicate in a positive way, and how to motivate others to enable them to be at their best.  We will cover 

topics such as how to raise the expectations of you and your staff, how the words we use can affect a person‟s self-

esteem, and how to listen to those around you more effectively.  Today‟s work force is changing and supervisors 

need to understand how to change along with it.  The days of “do it because I said to” are going away and with a 

little group discussion, and an open question-and-answer period, we can all learn how to get the best out of each 

other. 

 
 

  

  

Workshops 

Workshops 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 * Registration 

Friday, April 23, 2010 * Morning Workshops * 8:00 a.m. ï 11:45 a.m. 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

This presentation is intended to provide a comprehensive overview of the one most important issue within the 

field of immunohistochemistry, and assumes a working knowledge of specimen fixation, positive/negative 

control-material selection, pretreatment procedures, reagent „compatibility‟ and selection, and essential 

procedural and documentation requirements.  The lecture will also cover such concepts as regulatory guidance on 

validation (or lack thereof), suggestions for exceeding regulatory agency expectations, and use of automated 

staining systems.  Other issues that will be discussed include staff responsibilities, ongoing quality control, 

instrument maintenance, and troubleshooting unacceptable staining.  Participants will be encouraged to 

participate in a „question-and-answer‟ session at the conclusion of the presentation, as a means of soliciting 

different opinions and personal preferences.  Handout material, including sample forms, comparison tables, and 

„flow-diagrams will be provided. 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Workshop # 4 

Workflow Analysis in Your Laboratory 

Category: Supervision & Administration/General 

Loretta Sayles, HT(ASCP) Reliance Pathology Partners  

Dianna Drost, Thermo Fisher Scientific 
 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than 7 billion tests are run each year in 

medical laboratories throughout the United States, contributing to more than 70% of all medical decisions 

(Boone, 2003). One of the biggest challenges laboratories face when working with this vast number of tests is the 

ability to accurately label and track laboratory specimens throughout the lab process in order to avoid potential 

misidentifications errors. Recently, there have been great improvements in reliable and cost-effective technology 

that removes many of the potential error points along the process of specimen collection, grossing, staining, 

analysis, and archiving. This has enabled labs to develop “closed-loop” specimen identification and tracking 

systems that use advanced labeling and barcode technology to greatly reduce errors and increase workflow 

efficiencies.  This program is designed to walk through the pathology workflow and to identify areas for patient 

identification, verification and tracking. The participants will have the opportunity to map a workflow analysis to 

identify potential areas for risk in their laboratory with a suggested interactive workflow model. 

 

Workshop # 5   

Economical, Healthier and Safer Histology Laboratory – Part 2 

Category: Safety/Histology/general 

Jim Maynard, HT(ASCP) and Helene Chevrier, HT, Florida Hospital Waterman 
 

This workshop will present money saving ways by re-cycling, procuring equipment at bargain prices.  A healthy 

environment is a must for our laboratories, air filtration, protective ware and minimum exposure to hazards will 

be addressed.  Final portion of this workshop will address “building a safety cart”, a concept that makes good 

sense!  We will address new ideas toward safety and bring excitement towards a safer lab environment. Identify 

safety procedures that are required by accrediting agencies.  

 

Workshop # 6   

Validation, Quality Control, and Troubleshooting in Immunohistochemistry: A Clinical, Research, and 

Vendor Perspective 

Category: Histology/General 

Joseph D. Myers, M.S., CT(ASCP), Biocare Medical, LLC 
 

Friday, April 23, 2010 * Morning Workshops * 1:00 p.m. ï 4:45 p.m. 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Workshop # 7   

Applied Histochemistry and Immunohistochemistry in every day Practice in Liver Pathology 

Category: Histology/General 

Monica T. Garcia, M.D., Univ. of Miami/Jackson Memorial-Miami, FL 
 

Histochemistry and Immunohistochemistry play an essential role in the diagnosis of liver pathology, including 

neoplastic processes and medical liver diseases.  Histopathological examination of needle biopsies of the liver is a 

cornerstone in the diagnostic work-up on a patient with symptoms of chronic liver disease.  Application of the full 

battery of histochemical stains helps to specify the etiology in a substantial number of cases (i.e. Iron stain for 

hemochromatosis, PAS stain with diastase for alpha 1 antitrypsin deficiency), to determine severity of liver injury 

(Trichrome stain for degree of fibrosis) and to establish the diagnosis of liver cell neoplasms (reticulin stain for 

hepatocellular carcinoma).  .  In this presentation, the use of histochemical and immunohistochemical stains in 

every day practice of liver pathology will be discussed, emphasizing the importance of a high-quality staining and 

diagnostic pitfalls. 

 

Workshop # 8   

Part A - The Art of Embedding  

Category: Histology/General 

Gina Rodriquez, HT (ASCP), Leica Microsystems 
 

This course will address why precision and form matter most in embedding for patient diagnosis.  Advantages of 

knowing how to properly orient your specimen according to tissue type, size and depth.  In addition, how to 

embed the more difficult tissues.  Understanding and choosing which paraffin that best suites your tissue for 

infiltration and microtomy.  Moreover, things to avoid when embedding.  Plus, troubleshooting these problems 

before permanent damage is done. 

 

Part B - Basic Troubleshooting for Histology Lab Equipment  

Category: Histology/General 

John B. Stock, HT (ASCP) BS, Leica Microsystems 
 

Maintenance of Laboratory equipment is essential to provide quality results and prevent delays or loss of 

workflow which affect patient care.  Reducing downtime and preventing serious repairs can be easily 

accomplished with proper instruction of equipment care and maintenance.  This workshop will help the laboratory 

user to understand what can be done to prevent breakdown, how the user can maintain equipment, and what tools 

and cleaning methods can be used. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Makahiki Luau 

 

Friday, April 23, 2010 *  6:00 p.m. * SeaWorld 

 

Be center-stage at SeaWorld‟s exclusive extravaganza, the 

Makahiki Luau.  This Polynesian festival fills the air with 

exotic and untamed energy.  SeaWorld‟s own Seafire Inn 

transforms to bring tropics to life for you and your family, with 

Pacific Isle cuisine and astounding costumes. 

Community Giving Campaign: Donations for Haiti 

Saturday, April 24, 2010* Morning Workshops * 8:00 a.m. ï 11:45 a.m. 



  

Workshop # 9  

HQIP? What is it and How do I Maximize Its Use?  

Category: Histology/General  

Janet Tunnicliffe MLT, ART, Fraser Healthcare, Canada & Jerry Santiago, BS, HTL(ASCP)QIHC, Shands  

 

What is HQIP?  The Histology Quality Improvement Program, jointly sponsored by the National Society for 

Histotechnology and the College of American Pathologists, provides an independent and confidential evaluation 

of the quality of slide preparations submitted from each participating laboratory, and ranks performance relative 

to peer laboratories.  This workshop will review the program offerings, the actual evaluation method and 

measurement tools used, and the participant benefits, such as participant demographics, methodologies from high 

scoring laboratories, continuing education activities, and supplemental educational materials.  Novel methods for 

using the participant feedback to maximize the benefits for both the laboratory manager and the employees will 

be discussed.  Actual HistoQIP participant materials will demonstrate examples of slide submissions and data 

with facilitated discussion. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Workshop # 10   ALL DAY *  

Are you Ready for the HT Board of Registry Exam? 

Category: Histology/General 

Robert L. Lott, HTL(ASCP), Trinity Medical Center, Birmingham, AL  
  

  

  

This workshop is designed to help the registry eligible candidate study for the Histotechnician (HT) exam. An 

overview of the Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) exam process and review of the subject matter and study 

material useful for the exam will be presented. A study outline, which uses subject matter criteria published by 

the Board of Registry, as well as study hints will be shared. This workshop is designed to be most helpful to 

qualified students in an OJT (On the Job Training) setting. Students in a distance learning program, in a self-study 

situation, and those preparing for the Histotechnologist (HTL) exam will find this workshop useful. Extensive 

handout material covering all aspects of the process will be available for attendees. 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Awards Luncheon 
When: Saturday April 24, 2010 

Time: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Place: DoubleTree Resort Orlando 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2010* All Day Workshop *  8:00 AM – 5:15 PM 



  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Workshop # 11   

Knowing You, Knowing Me 

Category: Supervision & Administration/General 

Beth Roche, HT(ASCP), Ventana Medical Systems 
 

This workshop will include a self-assessment of your personality style and detailed explanation of the four basic 

styles in the DISC system: Dominance; Influence; Steadiness; and Conscientiousness.  We will then explain how 

the different styles can positively – and negatively - interact as well as techniques to improve communication and 

understanding across all styles.  Further we will examine the basic fears, stressors, and motivators for each style, 

emphasizing that each personality style, in essence (and hearing) in their language, which may be different than 

your own. We will than examine how blends of the four basic types can be used to identify motivations and 

communication styles in a diverse group and the implications of this understanding for those in – or aspiring to – 

leadership roles. Similar to the Myers-Brigg Type indicator system, the DISC system involves only four basic 

types, as opposed to the 16 permutations possible in the MBTI.  It is quickly learned and applied and much more 

useful in fostering relationship skills, rather than just as a tool of self-assessment.  

 

Workshop # 12   

How and Why of Immunohistochemistry 

Category: Histology/Genral 

Maryann D. Gangi  BA, NYS Certification, Genzyme. 
 

The presentation is directed to the Histotechs who would like to hear about the history of Immunohistochemistry 

and the use of this technique as a diagnostic tool for the Surgical Pathologist, including some case studies.  Some 

examples of antibody sensitivity and specificity and staining patterns as well as the utilization of some of the 

diagnostic tests.  This presentation will cover a basic overview of the questions that should be asked when an 

Immunohistochemistry Laboratory is to be set up: which antibodies, detection systems, instrumentation and 

validation protocols. To be discussed is the importance good Histology plays in the production of good 

Immunohistochemistry, from processing through cutting of the slides for staining.  Some troubleshooting and 

standardization techniques used in Histology and Immunohistochemistry will be covered.  
  

  

Workshop # 13  

Part A- Melanomas: A Diagnostic Approach using Immunohistochemistry  

Category: Histology/General  

Elizabeth Sheppard, MBA, HT(ASCP), Ventana Medical Systems, Tucson, AZ  
 

More than 53,000 people in the United States are diagnosed with Melanomas and it is the  

fastest growing cancer in the US and worldwide.  Melanomas can be a challenge in pathology to diagnose due to 

the various appearances it presents in both metastatic and primary lesions.  Immunohistochemical applications 

can be useful to accurately recognize melanomas.  This lecture will focus on diagnostic questions and current 

immunohistochemical panels in the diagnostic work up of primary tumors and metastatic melanomas of unknown 

primary origin.  IHC markers that can be used to determine melanocytic tumors will also be discussed.  

     

Part  B ï Practical Immunohistochemistry in Breast pathology 

Category: Histology/General  

Marilin Rosa, MD, Shands/UF Health Science Center Jacksonville 
 

Although the majority of diagnoses in breast Pathology can be achieved on routine hematoxylin & eosin 

preparations, it is well known that some lesions pose a diagnostic challenge to the pathologist requiring additional 

studies. Therefore, nowadays immunohistochemistry is playing a major role in diagnostic breast pathology. 

Immunohistochemistry is frequently used in the evaluation of many epithelial proliferations of the breast. 

Common applications include the use of myoepithelial markers to evaluate for stromal invasion, E-cadherin to 

distinguish between ductal and lobular neoplasia, evaluation of prognostic/ predictive marker in patients with 

breast cancer, immunohistochemical profiles to characterize site of origin of metastatic carcinomas, and 

cytokeratin stains to detect metastases in sentinel lymph nodes. Most common uses, practical considerations, and 

potential pitfalls in the use of immunohistochemistry in these diagnostic categories will be discussed. 

Saturday, April 24, 2010* Afternoon Workshops * 1:30 p.m. ï 5:15 p.m. 



 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

 

Workshop # 14   

Let’s Talk Technique 

Category: Histology/General 

Jan Minshew, HT/HTL (ASCP), Leica Microsystems 
 

This interactive workshop will concentrate on the staring of interesting and time saving “tricks of the trade” that 

make working easier and facilitate the production of quality specimens.  Emphasis will be placed on the 

techniques involving routine specimen handling, from specimen collection through the H&E stain.  The elements 

of these basic techniques are sometimes neglected and they are essential in being able to achieve the specimen 

quality that is demanded when attempting subsequent diagnostic special stain and immunohistochemistry 

techniques.  Everyone has something special to offer…and what a great way to share information and establish 

new relationships. 

 

Workshop # 15   

Panel Approach to Immunohistochemistry 

Category: Histology/General 

Jeff Gordon, BS, Microbiology, Cell Marque, Rocklin, CA 
 

Diagnostic immunohistochemistry is now a staple in pathology.  The use of IHC to diagnose disease is either 

done to replace a specific test, such as an infectious agent, or to determine a subset of neoplasms.  The neoplasm 

subsets are determined by the establishment of panels consisting of combinations of various biomarkers 

(antibodies) of certain specificities and sensitivities.  The content of this workshop discusses panels used for 

diagnostic purposes of identifying neoplastic subsets, as well as sample protocols in running various stains 

involved in the panels. 

 

Workshop # 16   

Quality Assurance and Quality Control: The Do’s, the Don’ts and CAP 

Category: Histology/General 

Kaye Ryan BA, HT(ASCP) & Jerry Santiago, BS, HTL(ASCP)QIHC 
 

Do you know and understand the differences and importance of quality assurance and quality control in the 

histology laboratory?  Both are required in every area of our profession beginning with the acceptance of 

specimens to the finalized report.  Learn how CAP guidelines impact what we do and how we do it.  Be prepared 

for inspections! 
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Sunday, April 25, 2010* Morning Workshops * 8:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Advance registration is requested NO LATER THAN April 1, 2010. Please complete the 

attached registration form and mail with check made payable to Florida Society for Histotechnology or register 

online at www.fshgroup.org 

 

Before April 1
st
, 2010    After April 2nd, 2010 

 

FSH/NSH/Region III Members $ 35.00                    $ 45.00 

Non Members $ 60.00 $ 70.00 

Students $ 25.00 $ 35.00 

 

REFUND POLICY 

Registration Fee is a non refundable fee. Workshops can be reimbursed if requested by March  30, 2009. Please 

allow 2-3 weeks after the ending of the symposium for a refund check. In the event of postponement or 

cancellation, a full registration refund will be given. *People awaiting funds must send in the registration fee in 

order to register for the meeting. The balance is due on the first day of the meeting. 
 

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS 

A block of rooms has been reserved at the DoubleTree Resort Orlando, Orlando, FL  
 

Single 

Rate 

Double 

Rate 

Triple 

Rate 

Quad 

Rate 

Exec. 

Suite 

129.00 129.00 149.00 169.00 299.00
 

 

Rates are exclusive of taxes, currently 12.5%.  The hotel self parking is complimentary and $14.00 a day for valet. 

Wireless complimentary for FSH attendees. RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MARCH 30, 2010.  We 

recommend that you make your reservations as soon as possible by calling reservations at 1-800-327-0363 or 

through our website www.fshgroup.org. Use the group code Florida Society for Histotechnology. 

 
 
 

Enjoy the warm tranquil travel oasis redefining the meeting and vacation experience with the newly renovated 

quest rooms and meeting facilities, new restaurant and superior location. Just a few minutes from the Orlando 

airport. Formerly the International Plaza Resort and Spa in Orlando, Florida. It is conveniently located adjacent 

from SeaWorld and its new water park Aquatica, and a few minutes away from Universal and Walt Disney World. 

 

Orlando  International Airport is just 9.4 miles from the hotel 

 
 
 

The Florida Society for Histotechnology is an approved provider for the state of Florida through CE Brokers. All 

workshops are approved for 3 ceu‟s. All ceu‟s will be uploaded into CE Broker within 3 weeks after the 

conclusion of the meeting. 

 

PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP  The Florida Society for Histotechnology program was sponsored in part by: 

 

Phone: 800-645-5825 

Fax: 631-254-0618 

www.PolyRnD.com 

 

 
  

REGISTRATION FEE 

LOCATION 

TRAVEL 

CONTINUED EDUCATION CREDITS 

Information 

http://www.fshgroup.org/


 

 
 

 

 
 

Last Name                                                        First Name                                                             Middle Initial 
 

Street Address 

 

State                                          Zip Code                                                   E-mail Address 
 

Employer                                                                                Contact Phone Number 

 

Florida Licensure Number (TR, TC, TN , SU)            FSH Member:     Yes     No         NSH Member:     Yes     No        Region III Member:     Yes     No    
 

 

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFeeee  ((AAllll  aatttteennddeeee  mmuusstt  ppaayy  tthhee  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffeeee!!))                                          Amount: 

 
Before April 1st, 2010:     FSH/NSH/Region III Member $35.00                 Non-Member $60.00      Student  $25.00   

 

After April 2nd, 2010:      FSH/NSH/Region III Member $45.00                  Non-Member  $70.00     Student  $35.00    
 

  

WWoorrkksshhooppss  &&  SSeemmiinnaarrss  FFeeee        
                       Workshops   ASCP Readiness 

FSH/NSH/Region III Member    $25.00         $45.00 
Non FSH/NSH/Region III Member   $40.00         $75.00 

Students     $  5.00         $30.00          (Must have a training license #) 

Exhibit Only! (No Workshops & No Banquet Ticket)  $60.00 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************ 

(Select only 1 workshop per session) 
 

Friday, April 23, 2010   Morning Workshops   

 
 WS # 1     WS # 2     WS # 3        

  

Friday, April 23, 2010   Afternoon Workshops   
 

 WS # 4     WS # 5         WS # 6             

 

Saturday, April 24, 2010   Morning Workshops 

 

 WS # 7     WS # 8              WS # 9    WS # 10 ASCP Readiness    
 

Saturday, April 24, 2010  Afternoon Workshops 

 
 WS # 11    WS # 12                        WS # 13       

 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 Morning Workshops   
 

 WS # 14    WS # 15    WS # 16       

 
Licensure Booklet (HIV/AIDS, Medical Errors & FL Rules)   $25.00        

  

Additional Banquet Ticket                 Qty:__________ X $30.00       
 

Makahiki Luau (SeaWorld)   Adult Qty: __________ X $48.14 Child Qty: ________ X $26.41    ________ 

 
New Membership    Licensed Tech:  $30.00    Student:  $15.00        

 

 Check    Credit Card         Awaiting Funds     Total Amount Due:   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Make check payable to: FSH  

Mail to: Susan Clark, Registration 

1720 Bayberry Drive 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33024 

Or Register online at www.fshmeeting.com 

Fax: 904-621-9125  
 

2010 Spring Meeting Registration Form 

Credit Card Information:     VISA       MasterCard  Discover 
 

Name on the Credit Card            
 

Card Number:        
 

Exp. Date:                     Billing Zip code:    

 

ATTENDEE INFORMATION 

http://www.fshmeeting.com/

